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Right now, we are getting to the end of the season and we need to make sure that 
the plants we ship and sell are clean. How do we do this? 
 

Fig 1. Finished poinsettia plants, 
ready to be sold. 

Poinsettias are commonly grown during the fall 
season and they are shipped to different facilities 
either to be finished, or to be sold (Fig. 1).  During 
the shipping of plants it is very important that 
producers establish procedures to make sure the 
plants are clean before they are shipped. For this, 
it is important to have properly trained people so 
the process can be done quickly. Ideally, plants 
need to be inspected at least once a week until the 
time they are ready to be shipped. This way it is 
possible to detect infestations early. It is especially 
important to survey plants thoroughly starting a 
couple of weeks before the time when plants will 
start to be shipped so that appropriate actions can 

be taken. Sometimes when infestations are discovered just before shipping it is 
important to take action to manage these plants.  
 

The most common insect found attacking 
poinsettias is the whitefly. Two species are still 
commonly found, the greenhouse whitefly and the 
silverleaf whitefly (Fig. 2). While it is fairly easy to 
detect adult whiteflies, it is more difficult to detect 
them when they are nymphs (Fig. 2) and when 
their populations are low. Because populations 
are low during the end of the production cycle it is 
important to inspect plants thoroughly. Also, keep 
in mind that there will be some varieties where 
whiteflies do better. In some tests in my lab we 

have found that whiteflies sometimes prefer 
poinsettia varieties with light green leaves. 
Therefore, additional attention must be placed to 
these plants. 

Fig 2. Whitefly remains after adults 
have emerged. Left: greenhouse 
whitefly, Right: silverleaf whitefly. 

 
If populations of whiteflies are detected action must be taken before the plants are 
shipped or sold. At the end of the production cycle, and when poinsettias have turned 
color, the availability of adequate control products gets reduced. Some options include: 
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Tristar (acetamiprid), Flagship (thiamethoxam), Judo (spyromesifen), Azatin 
(azadirachtin). The first two products are very good against whiteflies but they belong to 
the same mode of action group, thus an application of Tristar cannot be followed by an 
application of Flagship. These products can also be used as a drench, which would 
provide effective and lasting control. Judo, while effective has shown to be phytotoxic on 
some plants. Azatin only reduces the populations of whiteflies and it is not as effective 
as either Tristar or Flagship. Thus, it can only be used later in the rotation. 
 


