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Downy Mildew of Snapdragon
by Dr. Steve Nameth

Dept. of Plant Pathology
The Ohio State University

Downy mildew of snapdragon is a common disease that has the potential to be highly destructive. The disease is
caused by the fungus Peronospora antirrhini. The disease is more of a problem when the snapdragon plants are
in the seedling stage, however, it can also be a problem in older plants especially on the new growth. The disease
is most prevalent during periods of cool temperatures and high humidity. The fungus is spread from plant to
plant by spores. Spore production is at it's peak when greenhouse temperatures are cool (50-60 degrees F).

Infected plants are stunted, yellow, and have a sickly appearance overall. The underside of the leaves of the
affected plants are covered with brownish to purplish fungal spores masses Figure 1, and Figure 2. The growing
point of the plants may also be infected. The fungus can be distinguished from powdery mildew by color and the
fact that 90 % of the time it first appears on the underside of the leaf. Powdery mildew is usually white and is
on the upper surface of the leaf.

The best way to control Downy Mildew is to reduce the relative humidity and raise the temperature in the
greenhouse. This will help eliminate the ideal conditions for spore development. Infected plants should be
removed from the greenhouse immediately and destroyed. Chemical controls include Chipco Aliette and any
Mancozeb -based product.
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Fig. 1. Underside of snapdragon leaf showing the brownish mass of spores 
associated with Downy Mildew infection.
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Fig. 2. Close up view of Downy Mildew spore mass on snapdragon leaf.
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